
  Medium Term Plan (Year 5)             Term: Spring 2: Peasants, Princes and Pestilence 
 
Intended Outcome of Topic: To gain a wider understanding of historical events and how they are similar or differ 
from the world today. To understand how we have learnt from those events and made the appropriate changes for 
survival and a healthy lifestyle.  

Memorable experience: A Medieval banquet and a Historical/Geographical walk through Chelmsford. 

SMSC continued: 

HISTORY 

 appreciate the achievements of past societies (e.g. the pyramids, cathedrals, illuminated manuscripts 

 consider the lives, writings and influence of inspirational figures from the past  

 appreciate the tremendous influence of religion on human societies past and present  

 recognise that actions have consequences by considering the results of events and decisions  

 consider different political structures (e.g. democratic, autocratic, hierarchical)  

 learn how our present society has been shaped by the past. 
 
GEOGRAPHY 

 respond to dramatic environments, both physical and human, such as photographs of the world from space. 

 consider the moral and practical issues of pollution, conservation and the sustainability of our environment. 

 reflect on similarities and differences among peoples in near and distant parts of the world. 

 find out about contrasting localities in Britain and the wider world. 

 study their own locality and its relationship to the wider world. 
 
ART  

 Use collage to link to an artist’s style of artwork (Picasso) 

 Use my own images of photography in a variety of ways 

 Work together to create a collaborative piece of artwork 

 Use a photograph at a stimulus to continue another piece of artwork. 
 
RE 

 develop awareness of the human quest to make sense of the world and the human predicament and to seek 
meaning and purpose in life. 

 learn about the beliefs and practices of Buddhism, Islam and Sikhism. 

 learn from religion and evaluate the truth claims made by Christians and other religious believers. 
 
CPSHE 

 Understand how smoking and alcohol will have an effect on my body 

 Learn about strategies to cope in an emergencies of all kinds 

 Consider how social media influences people 

 Respect and value my body in the right ways 

 Understand and apply strategies and ideas to maintain a healthy lifestyle.  

SMSC Links: 

ENGLISH 

 understand the different ways in which human beings have tried to make sense of their lives and given 
expression to their deepest hopes and fears (e.g. in myth and legend, parable, biography, poetry and song) 

 explore stories which tell of the triumph of the human spirit 'against the odds' and which illustrate spiritual 
qualities such as love, compassion and altruism explore occasions in stories and plays when characters have 
to make moral choices  

 explore moral themes in stories (e.g. good over evil, weak over strong, wise over foolish)  

 hear and write stories where there are two sides to an argument  

 reflect on the underlying values, beliefs and attitudes that motivate characters  

 learn about language variation in English and how language relates to national, regional and cultural 
identities  

 explore folk tales and traditional stories from different cultures  
 

MATHS  

 appreciate the underlying mathematical principles behind some of the beautiful natural forms and patterns in 
the world around us appreciate that for the ancient Greeks, mathematics was the supreme form of 
knowledge, believed to hold the key to the secrets of the universe  

 engage in increasingly challenging problem-solving activities, persevere to overcome difficulties an experience 
the pleasure and satisfaction in reaching a solution (arriving at the 'Eureka!' moment!)  

 consider the implications of reducing human beings to mere numbers or percentages (e.g. in statistics)  
 

SCIENCE  

 Use predictions about materials that float and sink 

 Understand that forces can affect how things move through water 

 Understand that gravity will bring items back down to earth yet resistance may affect the speed 

 Know how pulleys and levers are used 

 Explain how gears may affect the speed in which something travels 

 Use the workings of Sir Isaac Newton’s methods to further knowledge. 
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Reading Children of Winter 
Berlie Doherty 
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English Genre: Instructions 
 
Text: Range of instruction texts 
  
 
Phase of writing: planning and 
writing 
 
 
Focus: Children will write a set of 
instructions about how to make the 
perfect cup of tea. This will be built 
from previous half term’s focus of 
instruction writing.  
 
Grammar:   
How rhetorical questions are used to 
hook the reader and to make the 
reader think. 
 
How the use of various sentence 
structures enables the writing to flow. 
 
How imperative verbs are used to give 
instructions clearly. 
 
How conjunctions can be used for the 
passing of time, for joining main 
clauses together, for additional clauses 
and for comparative clauses. 
  
Outcome: for children to apply their 

previously learnt knowledge of 

instructions from last half term.  

 

Genre: Poetry 
 
Text: Variety of poems from the 
medieval times 
  
Phase of writing: reading, identifying 
features, evaluating and performing.  
 
 
Focus: To link to our topic, children 
will read a range of poetry to 
understand the style of historical 
writing. 
 
 
Grammar:   
How rhyme and syllables in a poem 
can allow for rhythm and flow. 
 
How the use of figurative language 
allows the reader to build an image in 
their mind. 
 
Noticing that punctuation is similarly 
used in other text types, yet it’s used 
for different effect within poems.  
 
Noticing the effect of repetition within 
a poem. 
 
 
Outcome: Children will orally rehearse 
poems to perform for a further 
understanding of how the Plague was 
spread in the 1300’s and 1600’s. They 
will use their Public Speaking skills to 
perform to the class effectively and 
analyse poems based on their 
opinions.  
 
 

Genre: Poetry 
 
Text: Variety of poems from the 
medieval times 
 
Phase of writing: planning and 
writing 
 
 
Focus: To plan a poem using the 
features effectively and 
understanding why those features 
can be used to engage the reader.  
 
 
Grammar:   
To choose whether to use rhyme and 
syllables for my poem to have 
rhythm and flow. 
 
To use a variety of figurative 
language to allow the reader to build 
an image in their mind. 
 
To use punctuation for pauses and 
effect towards the structure of the 
poem. 
 
To choose whether to use repetition 
within the poem. 
 
Outcome: Children will plan and 
write a poem applying what they 
have learnt about the features of 
poetry. Their poems will be history 
focused, linking to our topic around 
the Plague.  

Genre: Narrative 
 
Text: Shrek the book and film 
references to Shrek  
  
Phase of writing: reading, 
comparisons and analysing structures. 
 
 
Focus: Using a well-known story 
(Shrek) will engage the children into 
understanding the structure a narrative 
goes through in order to be a good 
story from beginning to end. 
 
Grammar:   
To identify adjectives, powerful verbs 
and adverbs for more adventurous 
word choices. 
 
To identify the features of a fiction text 
with fantasy features and historical 
links. 
 
To understand how a story follows a 
structure with a beginning, middle and 
ending (story mountain). 
 
 
 
 
Outcome: Children will read the book 
and watch film clips to link with their 
topic – themes from medieval times 
will enable their understanding further 
in a relatable way. This will support 
their understanding on how to 
structure a story. 

Genre: Narrative 
 
Text: Shrek the book and film 
references to Shrek 
  
Phase of writing: planning and 
early writing stage 
 
 
Focus: To understand story how 
structures impact on the reader and 
how using a plan will support their 
story to flow when it comes to 
writing the story as a whole. 
 
Grammar:   
To use a story mountain to 
understand how a story is broken 
up. 
 
How a reader will be hooked by an 
exciting introduction using varied 
sentence structures. 
 
Using a range of description for the 
setting and characters.  
 
To use relative clauses to specify 
description.  
 
 
Outcome: Children will have an 
understanding about how a story is 
structured and flows. They will have 
a plan that is like Shrek, in order to 
produce a narrative that flows and 
makes sense. 

Genre: Narrative 
 
Text: Shrek the book and film 
references to Shrek 
  
Phase of writing: writing and 
editing 
 
 
Focus: To write a narrative that 
entices the reader and keeps the 
reader engaged throughout using a 
range of devices to do so. 
 
 
Grammar:   
To use a variety of punctuation to 
separate clauses. 
 
To use adverbial and prepositional 
phrases. 
 
To use conjunctions within 
sentences and across paragraphs 
to build cohesion. 
 
To use expanded noun phrases for 
additional description. 
 
 
 
Outcome: Children will follow their 
plan to include the introduction, 
build up, problem, resolution and 
ending. All children’s stories will 
follow a similar structure, but 
using their creativity, they will use 
their own ideas to make their story 
unique.  

 

Spelling Revise spellings from last half term  
(-ibly/-ably, homophones such as 
led/lead, steel/steal, alter/altar, Rare 
GPC words (bruise, guarantee, 
immediately, vehicle, yacht) 
 
Scheme: No Nonsense Spelling 
 
 

Statutory spelling lists (200 HFW for 
less confident children) and 
Proofreading for errors. 
 
 
 
Scheme: No Nonsense Spelling 

Building words from root words 
(words made up from velop, cept, 
struct, quad, digit) 
 
 
 
Scheme: No Nonsense Spelling 
 

Homophones (isle/aisle, 
aloud/allowed, affect/effect, 
herd/heard, past/passed, 
assent/ascent) 
 
 
Scheme: No Nonsense Spelling 

Words with the ‘i’ sound spelt ‘ei’. 
(lie, die, pie, tie, fiery, science) 
 
 
 
 
Scheme: No Nonsense Spelling 
 

Ei and ie words. 
(chief, pierce, field, priest, mischief, 
vein, rein, reign, veil, weight, 
freight, eight) 
 
 
Scheme: No Nonsense Spelling 



Maths Number: Fractions 
 
 
Scheme: White Rose 

Number: Fractions 
 
 
Scheme: White Rose 

Number: Decimals and Percentages 
 
 
Scheme: White Rose 

Number: Decimals and Percentages 
 
 
Scheme: White Rose 

Number: Decimals and Percentages 
  
 
Scheme: White Rose 

Number: Multiplication and 
Division 
 
Scheme: White Rose 
 

Science 

 

Forces 

To predict if an object will float or 
sink. 
 
 
 
 
Scheme: Developing Experts 

To understand the effects water 
resistance and friction. 
 
 
 
Scheme: Developing Experts 

To understand the forces of gravity 
and air resistance. 

 

Scheme: Developing Experts 

To know what how pulleys and levers 
are used for. 
 
 
 
 
Scheme: Developing Experts 

Explain how gears allow a smaller 
force to have greater effect. 

 

Scheme: Developing Experts 

Recall information about the life 
and works of Sir Isaac Newton. 
 
 
 
Scheme: Developing Experts 

Computing   e-safety updates  e-safety updates  

Geography 

 

Investigate and discover the origins of 
the black death. 

Scheme: Cornerstones 

  Understand human and geographical 
factors which impacted on the Black 
Death infection rate. 

Scheme: Cornerstones 

  

 

 

Recognise important historical 
landmarks within the local area. 

History 

 

 

 Make comparisons between medicinal 

remedies from the past and the 

modern day. 

Scheme: Cornerstones 

Investigate the comparisons between 

physicians from the past and the 

modern day. 

Scheme: Cornerstones 

 Describe how a significant 
movement effected the UK during 
medieval times. 

Scheme: Cornerstones 

Art & Design 

 

Artist study of Picasso 

Appreciate and comment on an artist’s 
work and style. 

Artist study of Picasso 

Compare and contrast the work of two 
artists. 

Artist study of Picasso 

Experiment with colour to show 
emotion. 

Artist study of Picasso 

Use photographs to create a cubist 
inspired self-portrait. 
 

Artist study of Picasso 

Create a self-portrait in the style of 
Pablo Picasso. 

Artist study of Picasso 

Create a self-portrait in the style of 
Pablo Picasso. 

Design 
Technology 

      

Religious  
Education 

Buddhist account of creation.  Islamic account of creation  Sikhism account of creation.  

PE  
Cricket 
(Mon) 

Throwing and catching. 

David Byford (Essex Cricket) 

Bowling. 

David Byford (Essex Cricket) 

Batting. 

David Byford (Essex Cricket) 

Fielding. 

David Byford (Essex Cricket) 

Applying skills to the game. 

David Byford (Essex Cricket) 

Applying skills to the game. 

David Byford (Essex Cricket) 

PE 
Miss Lindsay  

(Fri) 

Dodgeball 

Demonstrate agility using the body to 
dodge. 

Dodgeball 

Demonstrate various strengths when 
throwing a dodgeball. 

Dodgeball 

Demonstrate awareness of physical 
actions and responses. 

Dodgeball  
 
Understand and demonstrate the rules 
of dodgeball. 

Dodgeball 

Employ various forms of throwing 
and movement in a competitive 
game. 

Dodgeball 

Employ various forms of throwing 
and movement in a competitive 
game. 

CPSHE 

Healthy Me 

To know and understand the effects 
from smoking. 
 
Scheme: Jigsaw 

To know and understand the effects 
from drinking alcohol. 
 
Scheme: Jigsaw 

To learn various strategies to help 
stay calm in an emergency. 
 
Scheme: Jigsaw 

To understand how society and social 
media can impact on my decisions. 
 
Scheme: Jigsaw 

To respect and value my body. 
 
 
Scheme: Jigsaw 

To understand what makes a 
healthy lifestyle. 

Scheme: Jigsaw 

Music 
Taught by Mr Sills 

      

(German) 
Taught by Mrs Lees 

      

Other Details 
e.g. visits 

 Matt Brown author in school this 
week. 

 5 Quartz Class Assembly 19/3/20 Medieval banquet History/Geography walk through 
Chelmsford. 

 


